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Part Three_ Working it out 
https://tabithasillustrations.com/

Overall Comments 

This part of the course explores the process of transforming your ideas into a form that best 
communicates them. It looks at organising information and creative approaches, from how 
images are constructed, abstraction and mapping, and then applying these approaches to 
develop your illustrations.  

Overall your response to part three has been good, you are beginning to explore some key 
approaches to illustration. Continue to apply these skills to creatively develop your 
illustrations. It’s good to see you visualising your ideas and thinking through drawing aim to 
work across several double page spreads in your sketchbook. Don’t be afraid to draw the 
same thing over and over slightly different each time (like you did with the abstract 
illustration) this way you can build up your visual memory. 

Research and analysis is a major component of ‘working it out’  and is an area you need to 
improve upon. Your stronger projects have all used research to inspire and inform your 
creative process but it is not yet embedded into your creative practice. For example your 
diagrammatic illustration is one of your stronger projects because you collected a range of 
illustrations to analyse, this helped you to form an opinion on how to organise the 
information and choose a visual style. Your earlier exercises show that you are developing 
your analysis skills and you respond well to thought provoking questions;. These set 
questions help you to think deeper and beyond your own experiences. 

At level one you should start to cite any research you do in your learning log using the 
Harvard referencing system. Sources of research include; books, magazines, videos, 
lectures, films, museum and exhibition visits and any other work you wish to reference. For 
more information on the Harvard referencing system visit the Getting Started: An introduction 
to OCA study and access any documents under the Harvard Referencing heading. 

This is a useful guide published by the UCA: 
https://www.uca.ac.uk/library/academic-support/harvard-referencing/ 
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Immerse yourself in studying other illustrators and artists, this should run alongside your 
studies and over time you will be able to think about your practice in relation to this. Are you 
following up on my suggested reading/viewing? Use your sketchbooks as a space where 
you can collect work that you find interesting make some notes around the outside.  

Lectures and articles on image-makers / illustrators: 

https://lectureinprogress.com/disciplines/illustration 
TE.com 
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-15-emerging-illustrators-art-lover 
http://www.ameliasmagazine.com/ 
https://talkillustration.com/ 

Your strongest briefs are the ones where you use research to inspire your creative 
responses. For example in the diagrammatic illustration exercise you sourced and reflected 
upon examples of different styles of illustrating in a diagrammatic manner. As a result your 
process was way more interesting, you had more ideas and you were more experimental.  

Project: Composition and viewpoint 
https://tabithasillustrations.com/part-3-working-it-out/ 

Your first exercise explored visual space by using a tree, child and a building to create a 
series of images. You have got the gist of the exercise, but you could have gone further and 
created a wider range of compositions to show that you fully understand how composition 
can radically change the reading of an image. This creative approach can be used often, it 
will help you to compose images and  find ways to communicate effectively.  For instance, 
you could have played around with scale much more than you have here.  

Your thoughts and reflections should pick up on how you have explored the following: 
Scale - the relative size of one element to another 
Position – the relationship of components to each other and the frame 
Contrast – How much tone, texture, colour each element has relative to the other 
Shape – the two dimensional form an element takes 
Space – the visual distance between elements 

Take this list with you so you can refer to it when seeking creative solutions. 

Project: Hierarchy in the image 
You were asked to carefully read an image and identify its message, narrative and visual 
hierarchy. The exercise asked you to respond to a set of questions, breaking down the 
image into its constituent parts; this might seem obvious but it is very useful to deconstruct 
an image in order to understand how meaning is constructed. This is a good response; you 
have a good awareness of hierarchy as shown in your analysis. You have broken down the 
components of the image and unpicked how the illustrator is telling the story. You have 
understood that the colour palette and tonal range has assisted in creating focus and mood. 

Going forward, you can now consider this when you are creating your own illustrations.  

https://tabithasillustrations.com/part-3-working-it-out/


TIP: going forward, image analysis is a great skill to use when looking at the work of other 
illustrators and will enable you to understand more deeply how the illustrator has constructed 
their image. 

Project: Visual properties 
The image development exercise encouraged you to identify visual spaces by cropping an 
image, and using the results as a basis for a poster. You selected a photo from your 
childhood -  it is a great image with a foreground and background but maybe an image with 
a larger range of content and action would have offered you more options for your edited 
versions.  As this exercise is an extension of the previous one on hierarchy I suggest you 
analyse this image first to establish the hierarchy (refer back to the course handbook for 
help) this way you will be able to see how the reading of the image changes once you have 
cropped them.  

You have produced ten tightly cropped edited  images, a lot of the information from the original image 
is no longer visible. It would be good to also try some that retain more of the image of the photo and 
then respond to the following questions: 

• Do some images seem to have more drama because of the way you have cropped them? 

• Has the focus changed?

• Have you made the original subject of the image seem more or less important?

You have chosen descriptive words that relate to something within each image. This is a 
good start but quite predictable. Often the first ideas you have are the most obvious, try to 
go beyond this and find words that contradict the image and show an alternative 
interpretation then reflect on how this affects the reading of each image.  

Your reflections tend to be descriptive try to move towards a more analytical reflection by 
considering: 

• What influences focus in the image 

• How you have used hot colours to demand focus 

• If the receding elements are generally cooler 

• What will the viewers eyes focus on? Is it areas of contrast / contrast in texture/ contrast in 
shape. 

• How can you use these creative approaches in your work going forward? 

An unexpected strong element of this exercise is how you have cropped the image of the 
wishing well and generated a whole new story by adding a strong red colour to the water. 
Thus you have changed the focus from the girl to the wishing well. It would be interesting to 
do a wider crop including the girl, perhaps even change the colour of her dress to a cooler 
colour - has the focus changed? You have also changed the mood -,there is something 
spooky about this image and it makes me wonder if this is a scene of a crime or some horror 
story,  Perhaps you have found a new technique which could help you to develop new 
ideas? If so be sure to use it in future when experimenting with the underlying structure of 
your image. 



Project: Abstract illustration 
Having listened to a piece of music you were asked to respond visually. I listened to 
Stravinsky’s  ‘Rite of spring’ whilst looking at your images this reads more like a visual 
translation, I can see how you were following the music on the paper in a linear way. Maybe 

picking an adjective would help you to be more expressive. For instance: how did this music 
make you feel? How would you express this feeling? What colours come to mind, do they fill 
the frame, are they vivid or dull, sharp or soft? What different ways can you express climax 
the sense of danger in the music you are listening to? How might you express silence? if you 

are not sure about how to express something then looking for visual reference helps to 
stimulate ideas. 

https://mymodernmet.com/abstract-artists/ 
Look at Len Lye’s abstract films on you tube 
Franz Klien - Untitled 1957 

https://mymodernmet.com/abstract-artists/


This said you have really developed your idea and it’s good to see you try out lots of 
versions by taking a section the image through another process, your image has definitely 
improved. If this is a piece that you choose to submit for assessment It would be good to see 
you develop this further by experimenting with visual space; scale, position, contrast, shape 
and white space. build on your experience of using visual space; scale, position, contrast, 
shape and white space. 
 

Project: Diagrammatic illustration 
You were asked to visually give instructions for a choice of tasks, you chose making a cup of 
tea. Your process here is strong. You have gathered some good visual reference to inspire 
and inform your work which has paid off. It’s great to see your drawings in your sketchbook, 
you have chosen iconic shapes for the mug and kettle, the images are simple and this 
makes communication clearer for instructional illustration. 

Tip:Try to improve the quality of your sketchbook pages to make the most of your drawings: I 
suggest you make each page larger, resolution should be 300 dpi, try better lighting - you 
could try photographing in daylight or if you use artificial light you could adjust the colour 
balance in Photoshop or scan instead? 

How to develop your illustration: 
• Try giving a bit more white space between each step to improve readability and focus. 
• Generate few more compositions, compare vertical with horizontal compositions and 

evaluate their strengths and weaknesses.  
• Seek out feedback and don’t just go with your own experience as it is sometimes hard to 

be objective.  
• remove the circle from around each number and make it slightly smaller- keep them black 

so that they don’t fight with your instructional illustration. 

Tip: This is an opportunity to develop your vector skills - have you considered taking  your 
illustration into Adobe Illustrator or are you after a more hand drawn aesthetic? 

Feed forward: How to improve your learning log: 
So far you have explored: composition and viewpoint, visual space, hierarchy, visual 
analysis, creating visual focus and abstract illustration. How useful will this be to you in with 
future project briefs? Try to stay clear of describing what you have done in your learning log, 
instead reflect more on: what you are learning, any unexpected happy mistakes, the 
challenges you have encountered, how you are developing your visual and technical skills, 
what you have done so far and how you are using this in your work. 

Project: Viewpoint 
You were asked to make a collection of objects and draw a final design from a thumbnail 
sketch the purpose of this exercise is to explore the functions of visuals and to see how 
viewpoint affects meaning. You have used the camera effectively to create a range of 
viewpoints, however I would like to see more. Experimenting with viewpoint is a useful 
creative technique which you can continue to explore in future work. 



I would like to see you really pushing your observational drawing skills, I think you could be 
more ambitious by drawing several versions of each viewpoint,- you may have to redraw the 
image more than once until you are satisfied.  The image you chosen is hard to read i the 
zipper-tag is the main focus here, the bag is the key item and there’s not quite enough 
information to read that this is an evening bag, Again, I suggest you get feedback from 
others to test out the communication as part of your critique. 

Project: Client Visuals 
These exercises focused on presenting your ideas to potential clients by reducing two 
illustrations down into simple client visuals, and reflecting on your choices.  This is a good 
response to the task, the line visuals communicate clearly, the format and proportion relates 
to the final artwork. However to really test the process you need to explore taking lines away 
to see how many lines you can use so the illustration is still recognisable. 

Project: Creating mock-ups  
You were asked to create a mock-up for a book cover. A mock up is a version of a finished 
artwork showing its function and what it will look like when finished. It often includes type or 
an indication of where type will be placed. You have decided to develop an illustration from 
scratch. This is a ghost story and there is a slight eeriness to the photograph from an earlier 
cover. I really like your set of drawings especially the children on the step, taking  the image 
into illustration has really changed the look and feel of the  cover - (I agree with your 
reflection) it is much more eye-catching and will stand out more. I also like the idea of a 
black farmhouse and red light - which gives lots of opportunity to reverse out the title. 

• This is the perfect opportunity to experiment with composition like you did in the first 
exercise, you could have experimented with scale some more.  

• Currently the house is in the centre of the book jacket this gives the illusion that it is 
bottom-heavy .Think rule of thirds. Try moving the image higher up the book jacket a bit. I 
think the design is bold and clean and the mock up works well. Remember that it always 
helps to show the illustration in context. 

Tip: Research should include looking at good examples of modern book covers to see how 
yours compares (self-critique) 

  
Feedback on assignment 

Creative and analytical thinking 
Analysing information, formulating independent judgements; employing creativity in the 
process of investigating, visualising and/or making, developing a personal voice 

Assignment three asked you to transform your ideas into a form that best communicates 
them by designing a poster for a Jazz evening at De La Warr Pavillion. This Assignment  
intends to bring together the creative approaches that you have explored in this part of the 
course. I thought you mind-map was a great visual of the way you are thinking around the 
subject. The next logical step would be a period of research inspired by this, followed by 
several pages of rough ideas in your sketchbook.  



Your mind-map has been useful to you and thrown up colour as a main theme. It was a bit of 
an oversight not to be looking at  poster design relating to jazz, perhaps old record sleeves 
would have inspired you also. It’s interesting that you have researched Jackson Pollock - did 
you ever consider a more abstract approach to the poster. Your concept appears to be 
freeform with lots of movement this is a nice starting point. The illustration made up from 
musical instruments and gives a sense of the type of Jazz this will be. 
Knowing who you are communicating to / your target audience is extremely helpful when 
coming up with ideas, and making design decisions. Do you know what type of people go to 
this festival? - 

Visual and technical skills 
Using materials, techniques, technologies, and visual language to communicate ideas and 
information 
I would like to see more experimentation with image making, drawing on the creative 
approaches that you have been introduced to.during this assignment. A wider range of 
reference material could have helped here. Remember to let us know how you are 
developing your skills especially digital skills. Are you taking advantage of any free web 
courses? 

Context 
Awareness of critical, contextual, historical, professional and/or emerging contexts and 
personal and professional development 

Again research is really important here too. With the next part of the course I suggest you 
read more articles to raise your awareness of the contexts listed above. You may find some 
quotes are pertinent to developing your own style, working with diverse audiences  or 
producing work that directly responds to a brief. When you come to write your evaluation 
after the assignment it would be good to include a paragraph on your personal and 
professional development. 
  

Sketchbooks 
Research and idea development, Context 
Just a reminder that keeping sketchbooks is an integral part of the course because it 
constitutes 20% of your marks if you choose to have your work formally assessed. Drawing 
is such an important part of illustration 
Good to see you beginning to use your sketchbook more,  you are ready to increase the 
amount of drawing you do? Try visualising all of the ideas from your research. How have you 
applied the creative approaches from the previous exercises to this task? 

Tip: Some of your pages of rough ideas have been photographed under poor light 
conditions. The drawings are quite faint on your blog and it would be good to up the contrast 
a bit so they are clearer.  
  



Learning Logs or Blogs / Critical essays 
Research and idea development, Context 
 As part of your assignment you were asked to keep accompanying notes in your learning 
log.: 
• Evidence of research is a bit thin on the ground as explained int he overview.  
• The notes that you are keeping generally explain your creative process and the choices 

you have made. Try to stay clear of describing what you have done and instead reflect 
more on your creative process and what you are learning. 

• Refer to the key themes you have been exploring (such as composition and viewpoint) and 
evaluate how successful you have been by re-reading the brief. 

  

  
Suggested viewing/reading 
 Evidence your interest in the world of illustration. Try looking at the following sites / books. 
• Have you read anything on the course reading list? 
• https://lectureinprogress.com/watch 
• https://www.houseofillustration.org.uk/ 
• https://lectureinprogress.com/watch/nicer-tuesdays-nicos-livesey 
• https://theaoi.com/ 

Collect interesting quotes or comments in your sketchbook, take inspiration from what you 
see.  

Pointers for the next assignment 
The next part of the course explores developing your own style and producing work that 
directly responds to a brief. This is an opportunity to keep using what you have learned so 
far when responding to the next round of briefs. Research is a key skill here to provide 
strong foundations to work from so ensure you research well and cite the sources you have 
used. Focus on visual experimentation, generating diverse ideas and image-making - 
continue to work across analogue and digital processes.  Style comes with practice and with 
time so have fun trying out different ways of working, This should be an image-rich 
response. 

Have fun. 

  
Tutor name:  Melissa Thompson

Date  17 October 2020

Next assignment due to be confirmed by email.

https://lectureinprogress.com/watch
https://www.houseofillustration.org.uk/
https://lectureinprogress.com/watch/nicer-tuesdays-nicos-livesey
https://theaoi.com/

